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Welcome to Upper Saucon Township 

and the Borough of Coopersburg! 

Upper Saucon Township was established 

in 1753.  Often called ñthe Crossroadsò 

because of its connections to the areas 

around it, it was the tracks of the North 

Pennsylvania Railroad that awakened the 

small town of Center Valley in 1856.  From 

there, the Liberty Bell trolley line was added, 

making transportation of goods and people 

even easier within the township.  Milk 

trolleys ran daily, and mills lined the creeks 

that ran through the predominantly 

agricultural township.  As the connections 

grew, so did the needs of one of Upper 

Saucon Townshipôs townsðCoopersburg.  

With the needs of a burgeoning town, 

Coopersburg petitioned to become a distinct 

borough in 1879.  Coopersburg brought 

attention to the area with its annual cattle 

sale as well as the industries that it brought 

to the area.  It was dubbed ñThe Town of 

Possibilitiesò for all that it had to offer. 

 

 



 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR  

Kelly Ann Butterbaugh grew up in 

neighboring Salisbury Township and 

currently lives in Upper Saucon Township.  

Her love of old photos and local history 

began in elementary school and has grown 

ever since.   

 

Kelly is both a freelance writer and author.  

Her first book, Hey, Histo�U�\�� �,�V�Q�¶�W�� �%�R�U�L�Q�J��
Anymore! (White Mane Kids), takes a 

creative approach to teaching young readers 

about the American Civil War.  A sequel is 

upcoming.  Her work also appears in 

numerous magazines including History, 
Pennsylvania Magazine, BackHome, and  
Keystone Country. 
 
She is a graduate of Moravian College, 

earning a BA in English communications and 

a secondary teaching certificate.  She also 

earned a Masters of Secondary English 

Education from DeSales University.   

    

Aside from writing, Kelly teaches writing 

both at college and in the public school. 
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BOOK HIGHLIGHTS  
 

�x      The Coopersburg Historical Society and the author worked closely together to 

verify facts and collect photos, and the society will be selling copies of the book as a 

fundraiser. 

�x      Former Friedensville Mine engineer Mayo Lanning donated rare photos taken inside 

the mine as well as during New Jersey Zincôs construction. 

�x      Local residents donated personal family photos and previously unpublished 

information about the original farms and homes of the township. 

�x      Aerial photos taken by Donald Bassler during the 1930s are included which show 

the landscape before many of todayôs major roads were added to the landscape. 

�x      The text informs readers of the vital connection Center Valley and Coopersburg had 

to the surrounding areas. 

�x      Unknown to many is the record setting annual 2.5 million gallons of milk shipped 

from Center Valley in the 1870s, the celebrity of Coopersburgôs cattle sales that 

attracted Vanderbilts, and the fame of residents such as Jimmy Shaffer and Kenneth 

Kern, all included in the text. 

�x      Photos of landmarks under construction are included, landmarks such as Limeport 

Stadium, the Carmelite Monastery, and the Friedensville Mine. 

�x      Many photos of residents and their families are included which shows the 

personality of the townshipôs founding families. 

�x      Many long-time residents, some whose families were original to the township, and 

historians were interviewed to establish the text of the book. 

�x      In as many places as possible, contemporary information about the site or people is 

provided, allowing readers to track the locations and compare then to now.   
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